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That our thanks are due to- Sir Fran- 
cis iturde-tt, Bart, for the consistency 
of his conduct iif-seconding Mr. Wardle's 
motion for inquiry y to lord Folkstone for 
his early and steady support of the mea- 
sure; to Mr. Whitbrcnd and Sir Samuel 
Roniilly, for their able exertions during 
its progress ; and to general Ferguson, 
lord Archibald Hamilton, Mr. Madocks, 
and such other members of the house* of 
commons, as by their virtuous co-opera- 
tion proved themselves to be the actual 
representatives qf the people. 

4th. that during the late inquiry, we 
observed with the deepest regret, that in 
an assembly of persons styling themselves 
the representatives of the people, the in- 
fluence of public opinion wasunblushingly 
condemned, and its legitimacy^openly de- 
nied ; but we triumph in the reflection, 
that the authority which bis majesty's 
ministers dared to r* vile, they have found 
themselves compelled to obey. 

3th. That we consider the late happy 
detection of Lord Castlereagh. in his foul 
attempt on the constitution, as a pledge on 
the part of the virtuous representatives 
of the people, tbat they will not slum- 
ber at their posts until our formidable 
enemy, corruption, be completely sub- 
dued. 

6tb. Tbat we look with confidence to 
a speedy and <r ffectual reform or the com- 
mons bouse of parliament, as the only 
means of rooting out corruption ; and in 
effecting reform, we earnestly deprecate 
the insidious interference of those who 
are themselves profiting by the continu- 
ance of state Abuses and Reversionary 
Sinecures. 

"lib. That we seek no other reform than 
such as shall insure to us the restoration 
of that free and glorious constitution 
which our forefathers *a bravely acquired* 
which I bey again and again so manfully 
asserted, and which they so religiously 
transmitted to their posterity as their best, 
their inalienable birthright. 

8th. That our thanks are due to Mr. 
John Winter, jun. and the other inde- 
pendent citizens at whose instance this 
meeting was convened. 

9th. That copies of fheee resohitionB 
be subscribed by the chairman in the 
name -of the meeting, aud be transmitted 
by him to Mr. Wnrdle, Sir Francis 
Hurdett, lord Folkstone, Sir S. Romiljy, 
Mr. Whitbread, General Ferguson, Lord 
A. Hamilton, and Mr. Madocks, 

10th. That our acknowledgements are 
due to Mr. Matthew Mills Coates, for 
the Resolutions this day adopted, and 
for his zealous and able exertions on 
the present occasion-. 



11th. That the proceedings of this day- 
be inserted in all the Bristol Newspapers, 
the Morning Chronicle, the Star, and the 
Globe. W. Coates, Chairman. 

Tlje thanks of the meeting were then 
voted to the chairman, for his able and im- 
partial conduct. 

m». ekmcine's instructions. 
Copy of a Dis/mtrkfrvrn'Str. Secretary Can- 
ning to the Hon. I). $!■ iinkine, Dated 
Foreign Office, 23d January, 1809. 
Sih.— If there really exist in those in- 
dividuals who are to have a leading share 
in the new administration of the United 
States, that disposition to come to a 
complete and cordial understanding with 
Great fTitain, of which you have received 
from them such positive assurances; iu 
meeting that disposition it would be use- 
less and unprofitable to recur to a recapi- 
tulation of the causes from which the dif- 
ferences between the two Governments 
have arisen, or of the arguments already 
so often repeated in support of that system 
of retaliation to. which his Majesty has 
unwillingly had recourse— That system, 
his Majesty must unquestionably continue 
to maintain, unless the object of it can be 
otherwise accomplished. Bu^after the pro- 
fession on the part of so many of {he lead- 
ing Members of the Government of the 
United States, of a sincere desire to con- 
tribute to that object in a manner which 
should render the continuance of the sys- 
tem adopted by the British Government 
unnecessary, it is thought right thata fair 
opportunity should be offered to the- Ame- 
rican Government toexplaiujis-liteaning, 
and give proof of its*tfrcerity. The ex- 
tension of the interdiction of the Ameri- 
can harbours to the ships of war of France 
as well as of Great Britain, is, as stated 
in my former dispatch, an acceptable 
symptom qf the. system of impartiality 
towards both Belligerents ; the first that 
has been publicly manifested by the* 
American "Government. The like exten- 
sion of lha Non- importation Act to <vt|»eT 
Belligerents is equally propel' in this view. 
These measures remove those preliminary/ 
objections, which must otherwise hat* 
precluded any useful or amicable discus- 
sion- fn this state of things, is it possible 
for Qreat Britain to enteitain pror-os'i- 
tions, which while such manifest. partia- 
lity was shown to her enemies, 'were not 
consistent either with her dignity or het 
interests. 

From the report of your conversation 
with Mr. Madison, Mr. Gallatin, and Mr. 
Smith, it appears— I sr. That the American 
Government is piepared, in the event of 
his Majesty's consenting tv withdraw the 
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Orders in Council of January and Novem- 
ber 1807, to withdraw contemporaneously 
on itspartthe interdiction of its harbours 
to ships of war, and all Non-Intercourse 
and Non-Importation Acts, so far as re- 
spects Great Britain, leaving them in 
force with respect to France, and the 
Powers which adopt or. act under her 
Decrees. — 2dly, (What ts of the utmost 
importance, as precluding a new source 
of misunderstanding, which might arise 
after the adjustjoeut'of the other ques. 
lions) that America is willing to renounce, 
during the present war, the pretension 
of carrying on, in time of war, all trade 
with the enemy's colonies, from which 

she was excluded during peace 3dly, 

Great Britain, for the purpose of securing 
the operation of the embargo, and of the 
tona fide intention of America to prevent 
her citizens from trading with France, 
and the powers adopting and acting under 
the French Decrees, it considered as be- 
ing at liberty to capture all such Ameri- 
can vessels as may be found attempt- 
ing to trade with the ports of any of these 
I'iiwers; without which security for theob- 
servance of the Embargo, the raising it 
nominally with respect to Great Biitain 
alone, would, in fact, raise it with re- 
spect to all the world. 

On these conditions his Majesty would 
consent to withdraw the Orders in Coun- 
cil of January aiid November 1801, so 
far as respects America. As the first and 
second of these conditions are the sug- 
gestions of the persons in authority in 
America to yon, and as Mr. Pinkney has 
recently (but the first time) expressed to 
me his opinion, that there will be ho in- 
disposition on the part of his Govern- 
ment to the enforcement by the naval 
power of Great Britain of the regulations 
of America wi'h respect to France, and 
♦he countries to which these regulations 
continue to apply, but that his Govern- 
ment w»s itself aware, that without such 
enforcement these, regulations must be 
altogether nugatory; I flatter myself 
that there will be no difficulty in obtain- 
ing a distinct and official recognition of 
these conditions froiii the American Go- 
vernment.. Fin: tht- purpose you arc at 
liberty to communicate this dispatch in 
extenso U> the American Secretary of 
State. Upon receiving through you, on 
the part of the American Government, a 
distinct and official recognition of the 
three mentioned conditions, his Majesty 
will lose no time in sending to America a 
Mini'terfully empowered to consign thein 
to a formal and regular Treaty. As, bow- 
•ever, it is possible that the delay which 
must intervene before -the actual oonclni 



aion of a Treaty may appear to the Ame- 
rican Government to deprive this ar- 
rangement of its benefits, I am to au- 
thorise you, if the American Government 
should be desirous of acting upon the 
agreement, before it is reduced to a re- 
gular form (either by the immediate re- 
peal of the embargo, and the other Acts 
in question", <"" by engaging to repeal 
them on a particular day) to assure the 
American Government of bis Majesty's 
readiness to meet such a disposition in the 
manner best calculated to give it imme- 
diate effect. Upon the receipt hereof an 
Olfteial Nole, containing an engagement 
for the adoption by the American Go- 
vernment of the three conditions above 
specified, his Majesty will be prepared, 
on the faith of such engagement, either 
immediate (if the repeal shall bave been 
immediate in America) or on any day 
specified by the American Government of 
that repeal, I'eciprocally to recal the 
Orders in Council, without waiting for the 
conclusion of the Treaty; and you are 
authorised in the circumstances herein 
described, to take such reciprocal engage- 
ments on his Majesty's behalf. — I am, 

&C. &C. OeoHCE CANNING. 



The following is the Act of Abdication 
of the late King Gustavus Adolphus IV. 
which was read in the sitting of the Diet 
of the 10th instant:— 

" In the name of God— We, Gustavus 
Adolphus, by the grace of God, King of 
Sweden, of the Goths, Wendx, &c.Dukeof 
Sleswiek, Holstein, &c. make known, that 
having been proclaimed king, this day 
seven years back, and ascended with a 
bleeding heart, a throne stained with the 
blood of a beloved and revered father, we 
regret not being able to promote tbe true 
welfare and honour of this ancient realm, 
inseparable from the happiness of a Iree 
and independent people Now whereas 
we are convinced that we cannot any 
longer continue our royal functions, and 
preserve tranquillity and order in this 
kingdom, therefore, we consider it is our 
sacred duty to abdicate our royal dignity 
and crown, which we do hereby freely and 
unuomptlled, to pass our remaining days 
in the fear and worship of God, wishing 
th t all our subjects, and their descend- 
ants, may enjoy more happiness and pros*, 
purity in future, through the mercy and 
blessing of God. In testimony and con- 
firmation thereof, we bave.personally writ- 
ten and signed this present and corrobor- 
ated it with our royal seal. 

(L.S.) Gustavus.Adoj.fhi;j. 
Gr'uholm Castle, March 19, 1809." 



